' NO   SON  OF   MINE   SUCCEEDING '

An even more significant bit of gossip is retailed by one Vetor
Lippomano, a Venetian, who writes from Rome on August 28
in the same year, and reports that it is said ' that the King of
England means to repudiate his present wife, the daughter of the
King of Spain and his brother's widow, because he is unable to
have children by her, and intends to marry a daughter of the
French Duke of Bourbon. Si dize the King of England means
to annul his own marriage, and will obtain what he wants from
the Pope as France did.'1

A more serious cause of unhappiness to both Henry and
Katharine was provided by the successive deaths of no less than
five children in four years. There had been a still-born daughter
in May, 1510: a son, Henry, born on January i, 1511, who lived
barely two months: a still-born son in September, 1513: a son,
who died at birth, in June, 1514: and another, prematurely born,
in December of the same year. On February 18, 1516, however,
the Princess Mary was born. In contrast to these other ill-fated
Tudor babies she seemed a healthy child. Henry was as delighted
as any other father with his daughter, boasted to the Venetian
ambassador that she never cried; boasted also that he and
Katharine were both young, and that, by the grace of God, sons
would follow. A genuine affection for his wife, as well as care
for the succession, speaks through the letter he wrote to Wolsey
in July, 1518, when Katharine was again pregnant.

i.To CARDINAL WOLSEY

[July, 1518.3

MY LORD CARDINAL, I recommend unto you as heartily as I
can, and I am right glad to hear of your good health, which
I pray God may long continue. So it is that I have received
your letters, to the which (because they ask long writing) I have
made answer by my secretary. Two things there be which
be so secret that they cause me at this time to write to you

1 i.e. Louis XII, who for political reasons secured a divorce from his
wife, in order to marry Anne of Brittany, and so absorb Brittany into the
French crown. Quoted from Venetian Calendar, II, 479; from Sanuto
Diaries, V, xix, p. r.